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Our friends are talking about the

consequences for this particular piece
of legislation. I guess I see other con-
sequences as well. I would like to ask
the assistant majority leader and the
distinguished Senator from Illinois a
question.

We have been through this process
before. The clock is ticking. As the
Senator from Nevada said earlier, there
are only 3 weeks until Thanksgiving,
and I assume we want to go home for
Thanksgiving. Then there are a few
more weeks until Christmas and New
Year’s. I assume people want to go.

I look at the agenda in terms of the
prescription drug coverage for senior
citizens, which is something about
which I have been concerned and I
know the seniors in Minnesota are des-
perately concerned.

I want to ask the Senators who have
been here longer than I: When we go
home for the holidays or adjourn for
the year, and we are out of time to deal
with some of these other important
issues as well, should I tell the senior
citizens from Minnesota that the rea-
son we couldn’t get prescription drug
coverage is that we were sitting here
week after week getting delayed on
these votes and not even getting to the
bills, so we did not have time to go on
to anything else?

It looks as if that is another one of
the consequences of what is going on.
Is that the case?

Mr. REID. It appears very clear that
we don’t have time to do all the things
that need to be done. Those issues
about which we felt so strongly prior
to September 11 are issues that are
still important to the American people:
Senior citizens, and the cost of medi-
cine. The cost of health care is going
up. Prescription drug costs are going
up.

People are literally having to make
decisions whether they are going to eat
or get drugs. I have talked to them.
People are supposed to take one pill a
day. They break the pill in half. They
take one-half of a pill each day. That
isn’t good for them. But it is better
than nothing. We have people simply
making the choice of whether they are
going to eat this week or whether they
are going to buy their medicine.

We know there are important issues
dealing with education that we haven’t
talked about for weeks. We know there
are things we need to do about people
who are working. We have a lot of min-
imum-wage jobs around the country.
These are not people who are working
at McDonald’s flipping hamburgers.
Sixty percent of the people who draw
minimum wage are women. That is the
only money they get for them and
their families.

Do we need a minimum wage adjust-
ment? You bet we do. Things such as
the Patients’ Bill of Rights—that is
just as important today as it was prior
to September 11.

What about campaign finance re-
form? That is important. But these are
issues we have pushed way back on the
calendar.

I am willing to recognize that we
have had many important things to do.
But wouldn’t it be nice if we were not
in a filibuster, to have finished our ap-
propriations bills by now and spent a
little time on education? President
Bush said that is his No. 1 priority. All
he has to do is tell his friends over here
to let us move on some of these appro-
priations bills.

I also say to my friend from Min-
nesota that not only do we have these
things that are important which we
need to deal with, but we also have
counterterrorism legislation which is
not yet completed.

The Senator from Illinois and I
talked a little on the floor today about
airline security legislation which is
hung up over in the House because of
the evil of federalism.

We have a lot to do with very little
time to do it. Certain things we can ad-
just but time we can’t. Time moves on.
We cannot stop the movement of time.
We can only do certain things for a cer-
tain period of time. Time runs out.
Time is running out. The fiscal year
ended a long time ago. We are having a
series of short-term funding resolu-
tions, which in the long term hurts the
country. We should have the appropria-
tions bills finished and not be doing
them at last year’s level. We have dif-
ferent problems than we had last year.
That is an understatement.

I hope there will be some serious dis-
cussion about whether or not we are
going to continue this filibuster for an-
other few weeks. It is obvious to me
that they are together on it. We had
one person vote ‘‘present.’’ Everybody
else voted like lemmings going over
the cliff.

I have the good fortune of being a
lawyer. I am proud that I am a lawyer.
I am proud that I was a trial lawyer. I
tried lots of cases before juries. As I
said earlier today, I wish I could try
this case to a jury. We would win it so
easily. They have no case. Hopefully,
with the discussion today, maybe there
is a jury out there; it is a jury that I
can’t see. There are not 12 people in the
jury box here to whom I am speaking,
but maybe this is the unseen jury of
the American people. Maybe they can
see through this facade. Maybe they
can see. They know what it is. It is a
political trip that is not good for the
American people. It is holding up
judges when we have people who need
programs that this bill will fund.

Other bills are being held up. Agri-
culture appropriations and other bills
are being held up. My friend is cer-
tainly on the right track.

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, will the
Senator yield for a question?

I have been asked by the people in
Minnesota as to our agenda—for exam-
ple, why we have not taken up agri-
culture. We have sugar beet farmers in
Minnesota who are literally going
bankrupt and are waiting for that ap-
propriations bill to see if there is fund-
ing included that will rescue their op-
erations from bankruptcy. We have

seniors in Minnesota who are asking
why we have not taken up prescription
drug coverage.

Why are we meeting here? As the
Senator said, when we have education
matters, which the President has said
are a priority, when we have an eco-
nomic stimulus package that the Presi-
dent has asked us to act on, when all
these matters are not addressed, as I
read the calendar, they could be left
undone this year.

When I go back to Minnesota and am
asked why we have not gotten them
any of this broad agenda that affects
people not just in Minnesota but all
over this country, the answer should be
because we sit here week after week
not being able to take up legislation
that is bipartisan because they are not
happy with the pace of judges. It all
comes down to that. Is that the Sen-
ator’s understanding?

Mr. REID. I say directly to my friend
from Minnesota, you are exactly right.
You go back to Minnesota and tell
your sugar beet farmers, we cannot
take up an appropriations bill because
we are not moving judges fast enough,
according to the Republicans.

I went to Minnesota. You and I met
with some seniors when we were cam-
paigning. That was your No. 1 issue.
You can tell them you are sorry we
have not been able to take this up, but
we have been tied up with a very im-
portant issue; that is, we are not mov-
ing judges fast enough. So you can tell
them that. That is basically what you
can tell them.

Mr. DAYTON. I say to the Senator,
‘‘fast enough’’ is a relative term, as I
understand it. It is sort of in the eye of
the beholder.

As I understand it, Senator LEAHY,
chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
held a hearing and squeezed it in here,
literally and figuratively, last week so
we could move judges forward. I know
the bench is full in Minnesota.

The people’s agenda, the whole agen-
da of the United States of America is
on hold because a group says we are
not moving judges fast enough. Is there
a measure of what is ‘‘fast enough’’ in
the Senate?

Mr. REID. The answer to the ques-
tion is, you are correct; it is in the eye
of the beholder. It absolutely is.

Mr. DURBIN. Will the Senator yield
for a question?

Mr. REID. I am happy to yield for a
question.

Mr. DURBIN. I thank the Senator
from Minnesota for addressing other
items on the agenda which we cannot
get to because of this Republican fili-
buster over the pace of judges.

I say to the Senator from Nevada,
what we are looking for now, if I am
not mistaken, is what—eight or nine
more Republican Senators who will de-
cide that it is time to put an end to
this charade that has gone on for so
many weeks. If we can get eight or
nine Republican Senators to come for-
ward, we can finally invoke cloture,
bring the President’s bill that he re-
quested to the floor, and provide the
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